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Editor’s Note
THE PUBLISHER'S DESK

Editor-in-Chief

Welcome to the very first issue of 
The Publisher's Desk. This magazine has

been in the works for a long time, and I'm
thrilled to say it's finally here! Our mission is
to connect you to stories and news in the

book, publishing, and art world while
introducing emerging artists and sparking

meaningful conversations around the
things that matter most to you. 

In this issue, let's travel around
the world to some of the most
beautiful libraries in existence
(you'll definitely want to add
these to your bucket list)! We'll
weigh in on the effects of AI on
creativity and talk about the
health benefits of book clubs. 
 Happy reading!

Lacey L. Bakker
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 Get in touch with us at pandapublishing8@gmail.com



SIX OF THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL LIBRARIES
AROUND THE WORLD 

 

       s we dove into researching the most beautiful libraries around the world (in
our opinion) for this feature, we had so many to choose from. We based this list
not only on the architecturally splendid but on their historical significance and

the books that they hold. Pour your beverage of choice and sink into your
favorite chair as we travel through time and explore these gloriously delightful

treasures together. 
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STRAHOV
MONASTERY

1

The Strahov Codex is the most important,
beautiful and rare book of the collection, as well
as one of the oldest.  It was rebound with red
velvet in 1180 and decorated with four enamel
carvings and large red and white crystals.

STRAHOV MONASTERY

LOCATION

DID YOU KNOW?

FUN FACT

FAMOUS BOOK HOUSED HERE

Prague, Czech Republic in the Hradčany district

Considered to be one of the best preserved and
most valuable libraries in history with over
200,000 volumes of books! 

Strahov is derived from the Czech word
meaning 'guarding" and the monastery was the
last Western point of defence. 

Napoleon Bonaparte's wife, Marie Louise,
signed the guest book! 

Strahov Monastery is located in the Hradčany district in Prague, Czech Republic and was built
in 1140. It is one of the best-preserved and most valuable libraries in history. It houses over

200,000 volumes of books, 3000 original manuscripts from the Middle Ages, first editions, and
curiosities. It is also home to a famous monastery brewery where they have been brewing

beer since the 13th century! The Strahov Monastery’s Theology Hall was built between 1671
and 1674 and is the oldest part of the library. It contains 18,000 religious writings, as well as

countless editions of the Bible. The Philosophical Hall, built in 1796, covers two floors and
contains legal, medical, philosophical, geographical, and astronomical books. In Medieval

times, before the invention of the printing press, the only way of creating text in books was to
do it by hand and the Monks of the order were the ones that did this. The Bibles were
handmade and invaluable works of art and contained jewels encased in glass cases. 

The ceiling has a painting that depicts the Intellectual Progress of Mankind and shows
developments in science and religion as well as man’s quest for knowledge. 

The monastery is still inhabited by 70 monks. 
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AUSTRIAN
NATIONAL LIBRARY

2

Book of Antidotes (the Kitab al-diryaq), is one of
the earliest Islamic illustrated manuscripts.
Created during the 13th century,  it contains
instructions on how to make an ancient remedy
for snake venom 

AUSTRIAN NATIONAL
LIBRARY

LOCATION

DID YOU KNOW? 

FUN FACT 

FAMOUS BOOK HOUSED HERE

Josefsplatz, Vienna, Austria

Home to more than 12.5 million books and
artefacts, the Library’s history stretches back
over 650 years.

Its current collections contain manuscripts,
maps, papyrus and prints! 

Was one of the most extensive universal
libraries in the world until the end of the first
world war. 

Regarded as one of the world's most beautiful libraries, the Austrian National Library in Vienna
has frescoed ceilings, walnut bookcases, and marble columns. Duke Albrecht III of Austria

commissioned Johannes von Troppau to create an opulent book complete with gold letters and
illuminated pages known as the library's foundation text. There are many interesting pieces

within the library, including a document called Safra's Letter. This private letter was written by a
very well-off Cairo citizen named Safra to her unfaithful husband. She writes about his two-year
affair with another woman and his nights spent in the taverns rather than at home with her. The
letter is more than 900 years old. However, her anger can still be felt through her written words.

Dating from the 4th century CE to the present, the manuscripts and rare books collection
includes antique, medieval and modern manuscripts from almost every literate culture.
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LIBRARY OF
CELSUS 

3

12,000 papyrus scrolls

LIBRARY OF CELSUS

LOCATION 

DID YOU KNOW?

FUN FACT 

FAMOUS BOOK HOUSED HERE

Today, located nearby the modern town of
Selçuk, in the İzmir Province of western Turkey.

The Library of Celsus is considered an
architectural marvel. 

The area around the library and market
entrance was gradually converted to a grand
square, a public space and showcase for the
power and prosperity of the new capital of the
Roman province of Asia.

One of the largest libraries in the Graeco-
Roman world, especially after the destruction of
the Library of Alexandria by Julius Caesar

To honor the Roman Senator Tiberius Julius Celsus Polemaeanus, known as Celsus,
the Library of Celsus was built Polemaeanus, known as Celsus. The library was built in

Ephesus, which is known today as part of Anatolia, Turkey. Celsus was a rich and
popular citizen and a governor, as well as one of the first Greek men to become a

consul in the Roman Empire. Both Greeks and Romans honor him on the library itself.
He paid for the construction of the library with his own money. The library was

completed in 135 AD and was built to store 12,000 scrolls and serve as a tomb for
Celsus. He is buried in a sarcophagus beneath the library. Public libraries were built

throughout the Roman Empire. The interior of the library and all its books were
destroyed by fire and an earthquake that struck the city in 262. Only the facade

survived until it was completely destroyed by a later earthquake around the later
Byzantine period. The facade was eventually restored in the 1960s and 70s and is a

prime example of Roman architecture. This type of facade with frames and insets for
statues is also found in ancient Greek theatres and is described as "scenographic.".
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TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY
DUBLIN

4

Book of Kells an illuminated manuscript Gospel
book in Latin, containing the four Gospels of the
New Testament. 

TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY

FEATURET H E  P U B L I S H E R ' S  D E S K

LOCATION 

DID YOU KNOW? 

FUN FACT 

FAMOUS BOOK HOUSED HERE 

Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. 

A national symbol of Ireland known as a
copyright library. 

This is the only Irish Library to hold rights for
works published in the United Kingdom as well
as the Republic of Ireland. Publishers in Ireland
must deposit a copy of all their publications
there, without charge.

Visitors may also view the Trinity College harp 
 dating back to the 15th century. The harp is
made out of oak and willow and includes 29
brass strings.

Today Trinity College, Ireland's oldest surviving university, occupies 47 acres of land and
is recognized as one of the seven ancient universities of Great Britain and Ireland and

one of the top academic institutions in Europe. In 1661, Henry Jones presented The
Library of Trinity College with the Book of Kells. This ancient manuscript is one of the

reasons why many people visit the Trinity College Library. In 1801, the library received
legal deposit rights, allowing it to hold a copy of every book published in Ireland. The
construction of the library started in 1712 and lasted twenty years. At the time of its

completion, it was one of the tallest buildings on the Trinity College campus. The interior
of the country's most famous library inspired Hogwarts in J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter. The

library is home to 200,000 books and manuscripts.
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JOHN WORK GARRETT
LIBRARY 

5

30,000 rare books with strengths in 16th and
17th-century English literature, natural history,
and architecture.

JOHN WORK GARRETT
LIBRARY

FEATURET H E  P U B L I S H E R ' S  D E S K

LOCATION

DID YOU KNOW? 

FUN FACT 

FAMOUS BOOK HOUSED HERE 

Baltimore, Maryland, United States  

Also known as Evergreen Museum the former
home of Ambassador John Work Garrett and his
wife, Alice Warder Garrett. 

The John Work Garrett Library is under the aegis
of the Department of Special Collections at the
Johns Hopkins University.

The museum holds the earliest known example
of printing produced in colonial Maryland; a
small booklet printed by Nicholas Hasselbach,
who set up the first printing shop in Baltimore
in 1765.

The John Work Garrett Library (also known as the Evergreen Museum and Library)
was first built in the mid-19th century and bought in 1878 by the president of the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, John W. Garrett, who used it as his home before it was
a library. Baltimore's Garrett family owned and managed one of the biggest rail

companies, and so their home grew and became luxurious and famous. Evergreen
served as a home for the family until 1952, when it was donated to Johns Hopkins

University Museums. The book collection totals over 30,000 volumes of books,
including the Shakespeare Folios of 1623, 1632, and 1663 as well as the manuscript
of The History of the Ancient and Honorable Tuesday Club by Alexander Hamilton. 
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ADMONT ABBEY
LIBRARY 

6

Over 1,400 manuscripts, the oldest of which,
from St. Peter's Abbey in Salzburg, were the gift
of the founder, Archbishop Gebhard

ADMONT ABBEY LIBRARY

FEATURET H E  P U B L I S H E R ' S  D E S K

LOCATION

DID YOU KNOW? 

FUN FACT 

FAMOUS BOOK HOUSED HERE

Admont, Austria 

The oldest and largest monastery library in the
world. 

The name Admont derives from the Latin
expression "ad montes" which means "at the
mountains."

In 1865 a fire destroyed almost the entire
monastery, but the library was salvaged. 

The Admont Abbey is the oldest and largest monastery library in the world. It
contains 70,000 volumes of the monastery's entire holdings of 200,000
volumes of books. The ceiling consists of seven cupolas, decorated with

frescoes by Bartolomeo Altomonte showing the stages of human knowledge to
Divine Revelation, which he painted this in his 80th year. The most valuable

books are the more than 1,400 manuscripts (the oldest dating to the 8th
century AD) and the 530 Incunabula.

Construction of the library began in 1074 and was completed in 1776.
It was erected by the Archbishop of Salzburg and was home to the monks from

St. Peter's Abbey, which wasn't far from the original monastery. The abbey
served several purposes throughout its lifetime, such as a girl's convent before

it became a Scriptorium, in which scholars wrote great theological works.
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Is AI the 
End of Human Creativity?

A new wave of revolution and period of change
is here with ChatGPT3, which is an AI language
model that can generate text in response to a
prompt. It can be used to answer questions,
summarize texts, or translate languages, for
example, but AI platforms are not capable of
opinions or emotions, and it certainly can’t
dream like humans can. It can only draw from
the data it was trained on, including generating
texts in any genre, and if you give it a prompt or
theme, it can create a novel, for example,
based on your input.

IIt's been all over the news for the last few years
but has featured more prominently in recent
headlines, is artificial intelligence the end of
human creativity? Because of its ability to
automate specific tasks, AI can be viewed as a
threat to creativity because those tasks
previously done by humans that required basic,
creative thinking can now be generated by an
algorithm. Artificial Intelligence can create
articles, stories, and even manuscripts which
was the case for a prize-nominated book titled
The Day a Computer Writes a Novel. The Hoshi
Shinichi Literary Award Competition is a science
fiction award memorializing Japan’s renowned
sci-fi author Hoshi Shinichi.

As publishers, authors, and artists, how do we
feel about this? How do we feel about our life’s
work being taken over by automation and
algorithms? Some of us are happy to have
tedious tasks automated, such as writing copy,
video editing, and keyword generation, while
others shudder at the idea of the human
element being dismissed and tossed aside. The
impact of Artificial Intelligence on creativity is
not something to be taken lightly as the
automation of certain tasks can be seen as a
threat to and a reduced demand for human
creatives, which in my opinion, is extremely
dangerous, damaging, and detrimental.

WWhat we choose to do with AI rather than
what its able to do by itself is the thing that
needs to be considered. We should not become
reliant on artificial intelligence to complete
tasks, but we should celebrate the very thing
that makes us human-our collectiveness and
connection to each other, as well as our unique
abilities to dream, create, and feel.

A new wave of revolution?

It's complicated

We have a choice
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5 Health Benefits
of Book Clubs 

Lowers stress levels*
Lowers blood pressure*
Boosts mental health, memory,
cognition, and decreases the
risk for dementia and can
prevent or delay Alzheimer's
disease*
Builds relationships and fosters
connections with others 
Encourages new perspectives
and critical thinking

Reading is a wonderful way to
escape and unwind from the
pressures of everyday life, but did
you know that reading has major
health benefits? And what's more,
reading as part of a book club offers
additional bonuses! 

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

*Fisher Center for Alzheimer's Research and Innovation in
Aging 

You can join book clubs across the
country or start your own! Check out

Facebooks groups, online listings,
your local library, independent

bookstores, and through word of
mouth. Find what works best for you
and will fit your schedule. If you start
your own club, decide when and how

you'll meet, the frequency of
meetings, the types of books you'll

read, how many members you'll have,
and other pertinent details and then
get reading! Here's to your health!  

Written by Shailene Stuart
Images from Stockphoto.com
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Connect with Tonya on her
website at www.tonyacartmell.caWhat do you think the most

important element of storytelling is
when it comes to writing for children
and connecting with them?

What themes do you explore in your
own books and why do they matter?

Give us two tips for aspiring authors

I feel stories should make children excited to
read or be read to. The tale may contain
themes the child can relate to like family,
friends, pets, sports, and activities; or expand
their world and make them want to ask
questions. I believe stories should draw
children in, encourage them to relax, have
fun, and use their imagination.

I try to explore themes of family, friendship,
courage, kindness, cooperation, acceptance
of self and acceptance of others, as not all
childhood experiences are the same. It’s
important for kids to know they can have
different interests, look or dress differently
than someone else and still be friends.
Hopefully, they grow to love their uniqueness
and respect others for theirs.

Don’t be a roadblock to your success. Believe
you can do it, create a plan and follow
through with it. Only you can make your
dream a reality. You never know when
inspiration might strike, so always have
notebooks or something handy to jot down
ideas, sentences, character traits, and to
sketch out a setting, or location idea.

I get lost in the world created by J.K.
Rowling’s Harry Potter series. The character
antics in Janet Evanovich’s Stephanie Plum
stories make me laugh out loud. James
Patterson’s Suzanne’s Diary for Nicholas
brings me to tears. These books inspire me
to work at creating characters, settings, and
situations that will help my readers to see
and feel the story.

Which books inspire you and why?

FEATURED AUTHOR
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PA'S HOCKEY
SWEATER

Meet Socks, a quiet shelter dog who has been waiting 
her whole life for someone to notice her. Imagine, her
excitement on the day someone does. How will her life
change when she finally gets a family of her own? 
Follow along with Socks, as she shares the first twelve
days with her new family. Ages 4-7

TWELVE DAYS 
OF RESCUE

SECOND-HAND WITCH

Cian is excited to try out for his school's hockey team, but
will a bunch of bullies stand in his way of making the cut?
This book has it all; a lucky hockey sweater, a cat named

Stanley, and the power of teamwork! Ages 4-7

Family secrets. Forgotten magic. Hidden realm. Buying
an enchanted coat from a second-hand store sets Lucy
off on a magical quest. Can Lucy find what she needs to
help her family, and remove an ancient curse before
time runs out? Ages 8-13
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Shop at your favorite bookstore, on Amazon, or on our website  
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The giant got up and repeated the question, but this time
Tim answered, "I was riding my bike in the forest and got
lost, it was dark and I followed the light that led to this
castle, then I came in and saw you sleeping." "I see," said
the giant "you can stay if you want, I haven't seen anyone in
hundreds of years and I don't ever have any guests...or
friends." Tim smiled, "I can be your friend." "I would like that,"
the giant said. "Do you have a phone?" Tim asked, "I have to
call my mother to let her know I'm at your house."  "I don't
have a phone, but I can put you on my shoulders and you'll
be able to see your house." Tim and the giant went outside
and Tim crawled up the giant's arm and onto his shoulders.
"Wow! I can see the entire town from up here! There's my
house!" Tim pointed. The giant and Tim walked to Tim's
house and the giant carried Tim's bike. "Would you like to
stay for dinner?" Tim asked the giant. "Sure, what are you
having?" The giant asked. "MOM! What's for dinner?" Tim
shouted. "We're having pizza!"  "Great! Can my friend stay?"
Tim asked. "Sure!" Tim's mom said. The giant and Tim had
pizza, played video games, and stayed up telling stories.
They became best friends and the giant didn't have to live
alone anymore. The End. 

Once upon a time, there was a very old castle that
stood on top of a massive hill. This wasn't just any old
castle. This castle was haunted. One day when Tim
was riding his bike, he got lost in the forest. He tried
to find his way home, but it was getting dark. He saw
a light in the distance and decided to follow it. He
rode his bike up the winding path that led to the
castle. "I don't know if I should go in here because it
looks pretty creepy," Tim said out loud. He took a big
gulp and decided that he didn't have a choice. He
leaned his bike against the wall of the main door
and knocked. There was no answer, but the door
opened. Tim peered inside and decided to go in. The
place looked empty. He climbed up the stairs and
saw a light in a room. He walked to the light and
looked around. In the corner was a sleeping giant!
"What do I do now?" Tim thought, "I can't wake him
up; I don't know if he's dangerous!" Tim tried to
tiptoe away, but the giant woke up. "What are you
doing here?" Tim was so scared that he just stood
there and couldn't move.

Kid's Corner

This section showcases budding new authors ages
5-12. If your child would like to send it their work

for consideration email us at
pandapublishing8@gmail.com for more details.

by James Anderson (age 8)

T H E  P U B L I S H E R ' S  D E S K   |   1 4
M A R C H  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  1



A SAINTLY SOUL
ABDUCTED

 
A Saintly Soul Abducted read the title on the candidate’s paper. “A correction of
historical perceptions of the life and preaching of a Saint,” read the subtitle.

Dr. McNeil groaned inwardly as he raised it and lifted his eyebrows for an explanation.

“Well Patrick was awarded ‘honourary saintly’ status not just because he arrived before
the criteria were written down,” said the earnest red-haired and freckle-faced young
man, “but because he won many hearts, then died. The reference to his soul, and the
‘abduction’ claim is consistent with historical references.” McNeil scanned the lines of
small print at the bottom. He was wondering if he’d taught his student too well. 

“I footnoted each item at the bottom. I don’t think he was captured by Irish pirates,
though that is what his legend claims. I think he preached to the rebel’s justification in
fighting for their identity. Others took over his memory and twisted it to their ends. I
contend that the St. Patrick we think we know today, is not the one who lived about 400
CE in Ireland.”

McNeil could see this would be a longer discussion than he had intended. Did he really
need such an angular thinker? Could he even continue to supervise him as a PhD
candidate? Maybe it was his penance that he’d been assigned to be Liam’s mentor. His
thoughts were blown away by the logical brickwork that was stacked in the lad’s lap and
on the floor by his chair, ready to be laid out on his desk. He suggested they move to his
conference table and swept it clear.

“My arguments rest on three lines of research,” Liam began. “First there is the written
record.” He laid down a small sheaf of reprints like a dealer at a poker table. "Pātricius,
was his name in the earliest writing naming him. There is no agreement on his place of
birth or actual date, but the best data supports him having a northern British or Scottish
ancestry in the late 300’s CE. Rome was in retreat from England.”  

“Patrick's father, Calpurnius, is described as a decurion (Senator and tax collector) of an
unspecified Romano-British city, and as a deacon; his grandfather Potitus was a priest
from Bonaven Tabernia in central England. What slips between the lines however, is
Patrick's confession in later life was that he was not an active believer in his youth.”
Another page was added to the pile.  

A St. Patrick's Day short story by K.G. Watson

SHORT STORY
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A SAINTLY SOUL
ABDUCTED

 
“My point is that young Patrick’s reluctance to go to Church at a time of political unrest,
when his family was deeply involved in The Roman administration, could have been life-
saving. The family were probably identified as ‘Collaborators’.” Liam let the negative
consequences of that conclusion settle before continuing. 

“Dad and Grandfather had sold their souls for the benefits of supporting Roman Rule. It
makes more sense to me to see Patrick a nationalist. His abduction to Ireland wasn’t any
such thing.  Patrick escaped there to distance himself from the retribution that would
follow as soon as the soldiers left.” McNeil was getting a growing feeling that Liam’s
assertions were going completely off the rails. Perceiving the disgust his mentor was
signalling, Liam was already peeling out his next photocopy.
                                                                                                                                         
“My second collection of evidence supporting the claim that Patrick’s reputation was
abducted, is this,” Liam said as he laid it out. “Gene expression can be affected by social
situations. The field is evolving but there is enough evidence to support that the Irish
have been trying to break free of oppression since the get-go. I use Brian Boru to
illustrate even though he is from about 1002 CE - 600 years after Patrick. But he makes
my point. Irish had been struggling long before then, and I think that fighting for national
identity was alive and well when Patrick was walking the hills.”

McNeil looked askance at the packet that Liam had picked off the floor. “The topic is
called ‘Epigenetics. It was not known until about 50 years ago, but it gains credibility
with yet more evidence, every day. I offer these results from Holland.” Thud!

“By using these data in my thesis, I am bringing the field out of the realm of legend, and
opening new avenues for future research.You told me that should be a goal of my
research.”

McNeil nodded agreement, but hated the fact that he could no longer keep up with his
pupil if he opened that door.

“You’ll get a lot of pushback going that route, young man.”

“Well, I thought this was supposed to be a research project.” Liam stressed the adjective.
“If established authority is only going to accept its own evidence, does it not stop being
what it was required to be?”

SHORT STORY
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A SAINTLY SOUL
ABDUCTED

 
““I’m simply saying,” McNeil blustered. “Go on.”

“Well, new research will come up again, but more obliquely. Let me come back to it
later.”

Liam paused to get his thoughts back on track. “In every Irish case I’ve read, the hero is
one who supports independence of thought. Patrick stands out for the souls he has
rescued by bringing them to the Christian God, rather than his bringing disparate tribes
together. Oddly, those first references are from ecclesiastical sources who would
benefit from having such a hero on their side. Here’s a person of such stature that he is a
national hero. On the one hand he is claimed to be almost messianic in his godliness; on
the other, he is revered for standing against forces of oppression that the first side
definitely was. The defeat of pagan religion was the objective of the early Christian
Church in Ireland. To do that, they chose to defeat their adversary by making him seem
to become one of them. He drove the poisonous snakes from Ireland, say those looking
to credit him with a miracle. We know from centuries of scientific study, there never
were any there. Those who sought to control Ireland had pasted a veneer of stories over
him as they turned him into a hero of the oppressors.”

And they wrap up their arguments by referring to written records, often from centuries
later, as proof of how virtuous Patrick was. Those writers and readers had forgotten the
source of the Irish national wisdom. Willfully blind, they gazed past evidence which we
can now see, and which reveals their abduction.                                                                   

McNeil slouched back in what amounted to blasphemy from his student and was about
to interrupt but Liam knew enough not to let him. If he let the Prof get started, he’d
spout propaganda that had the weight of time and lineage he revered. Liam plunged on.

“Millenia before there was a Christian church in Ireland there was an oral tradition, as
there was in most of the world. Writing arrived like a scourge. It was the tool of the weak-
memoried or anti-social. But writing was mystical in allowing communication between
people who never met and across time that exceeded lifetimes. Could there be a better
device made for support of a religious practice that claimed communion with the
miraculous?”
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“The trump card was that it eliminated the fallibility of human recall - sometimes. Here
was certainty on the written page. Except for those who felt obliged to add words of
interpretation. “This is what the author really meant,” claimed those trying to elevate
themselves above the original. So in Patrick and the snakes, the interpreters claimed the
use of the word for ‘serpents’ was a metaphorical one.  

“We know there were no snakes. We think he was referring to pagans in their midst,” and
they chuckle their way down an explanation, that ignores the source and intent of the
original, oral presentation.

“To illustrate the point about oral tradition conveying accurate information over
millennia, you can’t beat the burial mound at Newgrange in Drogheda County. Details of
astronomical observation were collected over eons by those living there before the
pyramids were built. It was passed by word-of-mouth generation after generation, until
enough had been gathered, and saved without writing, and the tomb could be built
about 3200 BCE. We’re talking about a memory exercise that exceeds the time the
Christian Church has existed!” A thick sheaf of photocopies joined the others on the
table.

McNeil had never felt so assaulted! The very foundation of modern progress rested on
the infallibility of the written word. His pupil had just pointed out that libraries of the
world had not been around as long as they had been. He exploded out of his chair. “You
cannot test words not written. What you would do by raising gossip to the level of
careful thought, is turn the wisdom of the ages, written in books, into a debate.” The
older man was livid.

“Is it a debate about what was really, or what people wanted it to be?”

“It’s not as easy as that,” shot back the equally red-faced student as his supervisor sat.
“Our protestant friends not long ago had a program of trying to decide from the Biblical
records, what Jesus said. By applying a term called ‘voice printing’ along with other
criteria, they feel they have extracted the words for the man at the well from those that
copiers or editors added over time. At least it gave another view of this person they
worship … without the window dressing.”
                                                                                                                                         
McNeil bit his tongue. He knew how dangerous it was to speak in anger. He ground his
teeth and waved Liam on. Better to get this over. There was not much left in the pile of
paper beside his chair.
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“Liam, too, had to draw a deep breath to regain some composure. “These are a list of
sources that refer to events surrounding St. Patrick on a very broad timescale. Patrick
was born and died in about 400CE. Drogheda was 3500 BCE. Brian Boru was about
1000CE.” He touched each collection as it stuck out from the pile. I want to use the Book
of Kells as another exhibit in my case. As you know, this book was a copy of the four
Gospels and is dated from about 800 CE.”

McNeil was well acquainted with this source. He’d visited it when it was on display in
Trinity College in Dublin. Sure enough, Liam started with the missing pages and the cover
that someone had torn off for the jewels it used to contain that embellished it.

I want to use this to show that there was likely an ‘underground’ within the Church at the
time - a fifth column whose presence went back to at least, St. Patrick. Patrick was
ordained as we both know, but his voice print supporting a liberation point of view lived
on after he died and I suggest the evidence is here.” He tapped the top of a collection of
photocopies of the elaborately illustrated pages.

“Though the pictures were painted in extraordinary detail with some figures smaller than
a millimeter, nobody has spent much time asking how that could be. Ground glass lenses
were an invention to come - almost 800 years later. Yet here, is evidence that that could
be easily explained if the artist was looking through a glass as the details were built up. I
cite your own work on the 100+ calves that gave up their hide for the vellum. I answer
the source you question about the blue pigment. It was Lapis Lazuli, and at the time, the
only source, on earth, was modern-day Afghanistan. How did the crystals make their way
across half the world to Ireland?

Well, they did. There’s the proof. And since they did, it is no stretch to imagine that a
hand lens, sufficient to the task, was also collected on the way. So, when someone had
enough sins and the wealth to buy forgiveness from them appeared, the exotic materials
and technology was at hand for a highly skilled illuminator, to go to work. The managers
focused all their attention of the words that were repeated or missed. When lenses next
crossed the theological table, Galileo had made one and put it into a telescope that
showed the moon was cratered, not perfect, as the Church claimed that God had made
it. God doesn’t make battered work. It was the lens’s fault. It was the demonic eye.
Looking through it distorted God’s beauty.
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“Nobody knew or had forgotten that the Book of Kells might have used another demonic
eye in its creation. The book’s purpose was to be a worthy addition to the world of
writing. But I can find no protest that the original Celtic symbols that portrayed a
circular theological view entirely at odds with the linear view of the church at that time
were on page after page. Here, in the most historic book of their time was the plain
evidence of the parallel acceptability of the circle of life surrounding the words that said
life was just a line - birth, death, heaven. And the Christian managers never noticed, or if
they did, were prepared to explain it as pretty decoration. They chose not to see the
encouragement for Ireland to rise again, and again and never give up.

 McNeil sat paralyzed by the obvious decorations that he knew so well being an affront
to the mind-set of the time. How could they have missed that? Well, would they have
banned it? Look at the gold leaf, the jewels that had bedecked it! Look at the penance it
showed!

He thought Liam had finally run out of paper, but another thin pair of pages appeared
from the lad’s back pocket. 

“Of all, this will be the hardest to reconcile, I fear,” he began. “While I was in Dublin
studying the Book of Kells, the technical staff told me that they had a collection of tiny
flakes, dust really, that has come from the document recently. Highest on their question
list was why some of the blacks are brown and others so deeply dark.”

Well they said it was obviously a change in chemistry but since none of the recipes have
survived, it was a ‘so-what’ sort of question. I mentioned that I had access to a Crispr
unit in the Biology Building and with it we might be able to identify the DNA of the plant
pigments and thereby deduce what plants, and maybe the proportions that were used in
the various paints. I got the results back yesterday for the black that was used to make
eyes in the saints. I thought I should bring them up here.”

“I don’t know what you’ll think of them in the context of what I’ve laid out - about St
Patrick being a champion of opposition, and there being an underground faction within
the Church that was likely able to survive because it had inside powerful and secret
support. But here it is anyway.”
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“Liam handed over the stapled pages. McNeil scanned down the first page which
outlined a technique he did not understand. The second page was a re-run, to eliminate
doubt. The conclusion in bold print was unmistakable. 

“At the 95% confidence level, the sample contained human blood,” the report read. 

McNeil looked up. “So, this is why the ink was darker for those eyes of the saints in the
margins?”

Liam nodded and urged him to read the sentence that had been covered by his mentor’s
thumb. 

McNeil was reading it out loud to prove he was really reading it, but he stopped abruptly.
“The human blood concerned was from a female. Confidence level 100%.”

He looked up open-mouthed.

“What should I do with that?” Liam asked.

 
The End. 
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